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ian target

PAYMENTS
BY KGB
ONLY
PIN-MONEY

PPRIME  betrayed ° his
~7 country'’s.secrets to-the
Russians for virtual pin-
money in world espionage

‘terms.

In 14 ycars-as a- traitor he
was only paid a total of just
-over. £8,000. L -

‘ British  Intelligence .sources
point out that Prime’s miserly
rewards back up his story that
he got sucked into the top
stream of espionage activities

i for ideological reasons,

His biggest paymenat, £4,000,
would appear "to have- been
made ‘on his last visit behind
the fron Curtain, to Potsdam,
almost” exactly a .'year ago,
‘when he was closelv questioned
‘about top sceret Allied activi-

ties. ‘

£400 sweeleners

His other payments, if his
account is to be believed, were
rarely wore than £600 or £700.
His first sweetener™ in 1968
was a mere £400.

He was usually paid on his
trips to the' Eastern Blog, but
according” to him, he also col
Jected cash at secret
places, once necar 'a laké in
Esher, and another time at a
pick up poinl near Banstead
Station, Surrey.

TRIPS ABROAD
FOR MASTERS

. JPRIME,  codenamed
Rowlands by the
Russians, was “first re-

cruited by the KGB in

1968, while he served in

the RA T in Berlin,

He made regular trips behind
the Tron Curtain for debricfing
sessions, his. tast journcy being
to East Germany only a year

. ago.

In-lﬁi’lﬁ,—;-{ust after he had
been bri by... his . einployers
to “fecéive fresh high security
classification, he “attended 2
series of mectings ip Vieana
when he passed” over photo-

: #raphic copies of the top secret

material,

Contact broken

1t was on another of his trips
to Vienna in May, 1976, that he

; was told that if he should cver

wish " to defect, he would be

" given a pension and the rank

v bt

of colonel in the KG B.

Prime claims to have lost
contact with the Russiaus after
leaving GGG, but said he
wits coritatted agiin in Apil,
1980 and asked to go to Vienna,

He thole up the invitation,
taking with liim rolls of film of
secret - documents,  and  was
trested to 3 three day stay on
a Russian cruise ship on’ the
Danuhe,

et S

hiding

. Prime and

Quiet ‘loner’ who

‘enjoyed

foothall

- and his family
By ALAN COPPS

'I‘HE public face of Geoffrey Prime was
that of a quiet family man. He doted

on his three stepsons,

aged 10, 14 and 15.

Hé enjoyed football
matches and was something
of an ace at crosswords.

His fascination with the
Russian language and culture
was. obvious, but he rarely
talked about politics and
never discussed his work at

CHOQ. i

His taxi-driver colieagues
called him a louer.

His home was a near, modern
detached house in a quivt lane
hehind  one  of Cheltenham's
gracious crvescents.

The front door of Laburnum

Cottage in  Pittville Crescent
Lane, is the kind of medest
facade behind  which  many

secrets are stored in the Cots-
wold Spa. where at least one
in 10 of the working population
is employed at GCNH Q.

In the years he lived there
Prime made few close friends,
but one man who gal to know
him better than ingst  was
fellow-driver Mr Gilynn Priday,
32,

Computer tape

After Prime left GCHO in
1977 he first worked for a

* company calied Chehax, a firm

which still has a coptract to
transporl computer tape from
the Cheltenham bases to various
destinations.

When  two  years later a
dozen Cheltax drivers ‘decided
to set up their own company
Me o Priday  were
among the leaders,

“We used him as a sceretary,
ccause  we  could  pick
brains to write letters, lie was
very good with " said
Mr Priday. “There is no way

he was a communist, He liked |

making money too much.”
Prime put in a lot ol work

1o help sel up the co.operative

called A 2 B taxis, but he did

not socialise with the other
members,

Chat and coffce
“The rest of the blokes

would get out of their cars and
come into the oflice for a chat
and some coflec.  But ot
Geolfrey, his car was his world.
If he had to wail for anather
job he would wait in the car
with a flask and his books,
“We knew he had worked
at GCIHQ and that he was an

interpreter, he  talked  about
_hu\-'ing spent  some  time  in
Berlin. We .hought he still did

a bit of that work while work-
ing for us.

“ e would often carry Rus-
sian newspapers  and  hooks
‘around with hith and he wrote
in Russian and German.”

Sometimes the taxi drivers
at both companics were shuken
when Prime would turn up for
the night shift carrying along
a large multiwave' band radio
which he tuned (o Rad
coy It was

- Sy a~rerepyom:

-
LTI PN

.anpcaréd as an exhibit at the
Old Bailey,

Al other times he would ask
{for eveuings off so he could
{drive to London for Russian
jfilms or other cultural events:

“He sad he'd left GCHQ
because of the pressure of
work. He gor fed up with
going to the same place day
after day. He said he liked the
freedom  of being a taxi
driver.”

Geoffrey Prime left A 2 B taxis
after a dispute over plans to
turn it inte a limited company.
In November 1981 he went to
work for a Germun wine coia-
pany based in Bristol,

The shock of Prime's arrest
was_as great for his family as
for his former colleagues.

Prime was born on Feb. 21,
1958. His fathor, Mr George
Prime was described as a cop-
per wire drawer of Humble
Bec Bank, Alton, near Stoke on
Trent. :

He -has two brothers. Mr
Vincent Printe, the younger, a
council roadsweeper, who still
lives near Stoke, has not scen
Geoffrey for about 20 y 3

Mr George Prime, the second
brother, is a jeiner at Blythe

Bridge, near Stoke. is sister
lives in Uttoxeter, Staffs,

Geoffrey Prime went to the
village church school until he
was 1 and then to St Joseph's
Roman  Catholic  Secondary
School in Trent Vale, Stoke.

Language course

At 18 he entered national

service with the RAT and was
persuaded  to make it his
career. After serving in Kenya
he was selected for a Russian
language  course at RAF
Leuchars in Fife, where he also
studied German,
He qualitied from that course
in May, 1961, and the follow-
ing month was posted to classi-
fied work at RAF Gatow in
West Berlin, In 1966 he was
promoted to corporal and in
1968 to sergeant.

It was while he was in Bedlin
shortly before he left the RA I
that he made his contact with
the Russiuns,

In 1969 he was marricd for
time to Miss llelena
in London when he was
deseribed s a Linguist Officer
(Foreign Oltice).

That  marriage

ended. in

The Diily Teleyraph,” Thir

L
Y/ Y74

divorce in 1975,

9 The follow-
ing year Prime ¢

wits  alreg

¥
working in Cheltenham for the |

Joint ‘Techn Language Ser-
vice, the official name for the
translators’  department at
Oakley.

In 1976 he rented a room in
Cirencester Road, Cheltenhan

and it was there that he met his
present wile, then Mrs Rhona
Rateliffl, whose marriage was
cuding. I

In 1977 Prime, row promoted i
to a section head, was married |
te Thona and Wh\)l(‘,hc;lrlf‘(ll',]
adonted her tamily.  Shortly
atterwards Irime’s career at l
GCHQ ended.
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treachery may

never be

known

THE full scale of the damage Geoffrey
Prime’s treachery has done to Western
intelligence will never be fully known.

But the “incalculable harm” of which the Lord
Chief Justice spoke yesterday has possibly come closer
<to driving a rift between the United States and British

"intelligence services than
anyother known seccurity
leak. .

For an enormous and vital
proportion of all Western in-
telligence  passes through
GCHQ, which works in
close co-operation with the
American National Security
Agency. .

Mr_ Caspar  Weirberger,
Amcrican Secretary of Defence
-said the Cheltenham braach of
Security was “scrious out not
catastrophic.” ~

Privately at least on: scuior
British ofticial has said that the
Prime case is nothing short of
a ' disaster " for the inklligence
services.

The Americans are «aid to be
angry that Britain hs not yet
provided a full assesment of
the harm caused b% Prime. al-
though there have leen assur-
ances on this side of fie Atlantic
that Cheltenham is fow thought
clear of moles.

Advanced traslator

Prime worked hs way up to
tha wmost senio rank  of
Advanced Lioguit  Specialist.
and became a ‘cction head,
His job was to tanscribe and
translate Soviet cmununicaiions
intercepted by bch Brilish and
Amerjcan satellits and ground
stations around 4e world. .

Much of th information
arrives in codeand has to be
put through Chitenham’s huge
and ‘highly-soplsticated de-cod-
ing computers oefore reaching
the hands of tanslators.

In his positin, Prime wonld
have been abl to report to the
Soviets not ofy which of their
communicatios  were  being
monitored, bt his information
would also reeal which of their
codes had ten broken. )
-« Tn respone, the Soviets could
have done no things:

Ster therequency or method
of transmision to avoid inter-
ception, or

‘TrRaNsM/ misleading informa-
tion, thusiiving Western agen-
basis an which to
action.

cies a fa
plan furte
Odes changed

Amerian officials have said
that dring the od that
Peime ws emploved at .GCLQ,
severaltey sources of electronic
intellightce on Soviet military,
ecymorfc and political develop-
mentstere lost heeanse Moscow
changd communications mieth-
ods o codes. o

Bufin such cases it is jw-
possille " to tell bxhetly what
pronpted the change, so a fall
~assesuient of Prime’s decade
of lcception could never be
mace. .

- One senior American official
was quoted in the New Yonk

5

By ALAN COPPS

TiMES as saying: *“You can
never tell for sure what led
the Russians to change cncryp-
tion systems or switch to diifer-
ent chaonels. It’s what you don’t
know in a case like this that
scares you most.”

‘That view was echoed by one
British expert who had been
involved in so.curiti' at Cheiten-
ham. “Prime would know the
targets and the means of listen-
ing, possibly even the base from
where  communications  were
being monitored. That inferma-
tion  is invaluable to the
Soviets.”

Crucial negotiations

When Prime’s potentjal know-
ledge is sct acainst the back-
ground of Western-Soviet rela-
tions during his time at GCHQ,
the reasons for alarm are clear.

His carecr began at a time
of extrenme tension following
the Soviet invasion of Czecha-
slovakia in 1968, and lasted
throughout the years of detente
which included a series of
crucial arms negotiations.

In, drawing up necotiating
positions at such conferences,
the kind  of intelligence
gathered at Cheltenham would
play a vital part—as it would
in_many other major foreign
policy decisions on both sides
of the Atlantic. .

The talks which took place
during Prime’s employment in-
cluded the Strategic Arms
Limitation Treaties, the . Hel-
sinki confercnce on European
Sccurity and Cooperation with
all its hnplications for humau
rights and economic collabora-
tion, and the Mutual and

‘Balanced Force Reduction talks

aimed at reducing the level of
conventional weapons in
Europe.

A report in the WasHINGTON
Post last month said Prime was
thouglit to have passed on to
the Soviets the locations of all
British aud US nuclear war-
heads and the day-by-dav armed
readiness of every division da.
ploved thronglont the 13 N.to
countrics of Western Europe,
Turkey and Greece.

That statement was attributed
to Amcrican inteBigence
sources. But it was specifically
denied at yesterday's trial, as
was the sugiestion that his
spying resulted in the death of
Western agents.

His task was to deal with in-
caming traflic, and that alone
would be extrefiely "damaging.

However yreat the damage
done by Prime, the case is un-
likely to affect the close work-
ing relationship between the
American -and  British  intelli-
gence communities, although it

_could

might make the Americans more
circumspect in  their - personal
dealings with' British agents.
An " American  intelligence
expert said the episode had not
destroged .the trust and the
valuable working relationship
that had been built’ wp over
the years. R -
However, there \is* concern
that publicity over " the . issue
and rumours of a split between
the "~ two espionage  services
become a kot -political
issue in the United States with
some congressmen using it to
urge that the CIA and the
NSA shonld not share thejr
most  sensitive secrets ' with
ritain, - T LA
Such pressure would cause
some bitier feelings, but ip the
long run is uxnlikely to sueceed.
For one thing, Cheltenham’s
specialised- comiputers’ - hava
the capacity to decode some
information” beyond the range
of their American equivalents,
In addition, GCHQ has
access to intercepts from- some
llstcr_xin.g. posts which the U.S,
despite its satellite technology,
would find difficult to replace. '
The Senate Intelligence Com.
mittee was briefed on the case
soon, after Prime’s arrest and
is stilf tx'fvm;: 10 determine how
serious the damage js.
But becausé of the laws which
forbid publication of evidence
in this country, the American

10009-7

public has until now been told
far more about the implications
of the case. - g

In July, following Prime’s }
arrest, ‘Mrs Thatcher made a
brief statement in the Commons
which ﬁavc only the barest de-
tails. She did say, however, that
any security issucs arising as a
result would be referred to the
Security Comimisslon,

Panel reconstiiuted

She also said jt was impossible
to say with absolute certainty

likely to be charged. Further
evidence would be considered
by the Director of Public Prose:
cutfons in the normal way. " -

Several M Ps on both sides
of the FHouse put down
questions about security when
the case first broke. But for
one reason or another none was |
answered.

One  comparatively © minor
change in_ the secunty proce-
dure has however been Titked
with the case, mainly becanse
of its timing last month just
4s the most alarming Teports
were coming out in America.

Lhe three members of “the

Civil Service. security appeals (k|

panel-—Sir  Richard Powell,
73, Sir Clifford " Jarrett, 73, and

i

whether any other people were §

Sir Richard Hayward, 72—
were asked to resign. .

Mr Justice Lloyd, 53, 2 High
Court judge, was appointed as
chaitman and will serve with
Sir Patrick Nairne, 61, Master
of St Catherine’s Collepe,
Oxford, and a former civil
servant, and  Mr  Edwanl
Hewlett, 61, formerly deputy
general  secretary  of . the
Institution  of ~ Professional
Civil Servants, .

The panel’s functioh is fo
advise on appeals by people
who have failed *positive vetr
ting" because a  Minister
believes there is some ground
to doubt their reliability. 1t last
considered a case ia 1959,

The pane] is a minor. part of
the security apparatus, but the
charive was scen as a gesture
by Mrs Thatcher towards the
Americans that everything pose
sible to improve security was
being done.
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who changed the
face of treacon

THE fact that the treachery of Geoffrey

Prime is regarded on both sides of the
Atlantic with such seriousness, illustrates the
dramatic way cspionage has changed in the

N ABSIPEIY
gy K wisL

e Prime had access to tho
. vast files of Comint (Com-
3 munications  Intelligence)

t which flow into Cheltenham
daily.

Comint replaced Humint
(Human Intelligence)
. gathered by agents on the
ground, as the staple fodder
of the security services.

He was a quiet mole, listening
e 0 tapes and leafing through

trauscripts day after day in a
s leafy Georgian town.

Iis paticnt Jife was a sharp
contrast to the action-man
image of James Bond or the
intellectual subversion of carcer
diplomats like Philby, Maclean,
Burpess and Blunt.

The scale of evesdropping is
enormous. ‘It includes mouitor-
ing of coded diplomatic and
military. messages, the record-
ing of radio telephone and telex
calls and the interception of
microwave ‘communications.

The Government Communi-
cations Headquarters at
Cheltenham known as G C11Q,
works jointly with its American
counterpart the National
Security Agency (NS5 A) based
re- at Fort Meade, Maryland,

A Army of linguists
: Betwoen  them  the two
5 agencies  have  access  to
information from all gver the
- world and they work in closc
partnership with similur
agencies in Canada, Australia,
New Zealand and
countries,
To decipher all this informa-

army of linguists. About 8,000
people, almost one-tenth  of
Cheltenhan’s - population work
here. -

; GCCHQ first moved to Chel-
f, tenham after the war and until

specialisen in

intelligence
matters for

the * Londoa wagazine Time

Immense monitoring  capacity "¢

deported for publishing infor-
mation  harmiul  to

the Nato ¢

most of which is * laundered

tion GCHQ employs a virtual ;l;ll‘?l;i;k Iifol?ml;);fcncc Ministry

] g
the NEW States. Apih
MaN, teparted on its work in guat

ME Dels
Our. Their reparts suggested its hach

mizht be g threat
liberties.
Mr Hosenball  was later Brian

in Oriental and African stud
British who ser i
After writing again Anay i

electronic age. B

& sy A B
Sir Brian Tovey.

about GCHQ in 1978,

Mr
Campbell was tried under the

Oflicial ~ Sccrets  Act  and

acquitted in a  controversial

case w‘hiicﬂ; was known as the
trial.

Onc of its most vocal cur-
rent critics has been Mr Alex
Lawrie, a Labour member of
Gloucestershire County Counal,
wite worked there for 22 yeuars

age specialist.” g
retired carly a year go after
being  warned by security
officers about breaking the civil
service rule about speaking ing
public about his department.

His offence ccntred on speak-
Ing out a a meeting of the
Fabian Socicty about GCH Qs
lack of accountability.

Although the centre’s official
budget is listed in nillions of
pounds,  even  conscrvative
estimates put its real expendi
ure at hundreds of milligns

Office.
During the time that Prine

lv‘vm-]\'ed at GCHQ the centre

ad two directors. The first,

Sir Leonard Hooper, was in
charge from 1965-73 following

a carcer in the Foreign Ofiice

1 1976 was hardly gver men- and Defence Ministiy. After

" tioned _in public. Then two leaving  the  communications

1, journalists, Mr  Mark Hosen- Lase he speat five years as a

> ball, an  Americun, and Mr deputy Sccretary jn the Cab-
Duncen  Campbell, | who  still it Office

was  succeeded hy Sir
Bonsall, a modern Tap-
specialist with a similar

and Foreign  Ofice
cound, who remained iy
harge until 1978. He now lives

o civil jn Strond.

The present divector {5 Sir

Tovey, 56, a spec

ved in both

3
Naval and
telligence .
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The Government communications headquarters at Cheltenham, Gloucestershire.

How he slipped thmugh the net

GEOFFREY PRIME’S
- incredible secret life
was allowed to continue
. for 14 years because he
twice survived positive
vetting — the procedure
degigned to  protect
against infiltration.

When she makes her Com-
mons statement on the case
today Mrs Thatcher is certain
to face the ficrcest demands yet
for a thorough review of the
system.

Quly earlier "this -ycar the

latest” security review reported
that positive  vetting had
worked well over the past’ 30
years ‘and recommended 3
reduction in the number of
senior posts subject to the pro-
cedure.
" Yet in his confession, Primne
admitted that he first felt the
psg‘cholngical problems  which
led him to_become a Soviet
agent when he was scrving with
the RAF in Berlin.

Neither that feeling nor the
fact that a sexual attack by a
male relative during his un-
happy childhood had left him
with feclings of sexual inade-
quacy prevented him from pass-
ing the positive vetting proce-
Sigsrg when he joined GCHG in

Mr George Carman revealed
at the OId Bailey that in 1972
while engaged on sensitive work
in London, Prime sufTcred fiom
severe depression and was re-
ferred by his doctor for treat-
;nlcx;t by a consultant psychia-
Tist,

Sudden decision

Yet again in 1974 he passed
positive vetting.

M Ps will also
why no investigation was
prompted by his  sudden
decision to quit GCHQ in
1977, just a year after being

romoted to the rank of section

cad, in which he dealt with
matters of the utmost secrecy.
1 A process of de-indoctrination

and de-briefing is supposed to
be standard procedure when
such & senior employee leaves
Cheltenham.

It was the psychological weak-
ness and feeling of sexnal in-
adequacy which first led him to
make contaot with his Soviot
spymasters and laler ta make
the sexunal attacks on little girvls
that brought about his downlall.

Yet it is just such dangerous
weaknesses that the vetting
system was designed to show

want to know

Ministers are already con-
sidering whether the vetting
system should be changed. This
follows a report from Lord
Bridge, chairman of the
Security Commission, who in-
quired into the case of Com-
mander Michael Trestrail, the
Queen’s  Police "Officer who
resigned in July after admit-
ting a rclationship with a male
prostitute.

That report, together with
any recommended  improve-
meats, may be published later
this month,

The vetting system at Chels
tenham, as at any other civil
service establishment works on
two basic levels. The *“normal
vetting " applied to those deal-
ing with information up to the
“ confidential ” level relics prin-
cipally upon the information an
individual gives when first em-
ployed, backed by checks for
criminal records and so on.

Thorough check
But “positive vetting” applied
to those such as Prime dealing
with “ secret ™ and “ top secret”
information is & much more
thorough check, The individual
will have an interview with a
- officer, answer a_ long
questionwaire about political
views and out-of-hours activitics,
and have to provide -two refer-
ees who will also be interviewed.

In addition, security officers
may approach friends, ncigh-
bours and even the subject’s
family. The clearance of those
subject to positive vetting should
be reviewed every five years,
although there is evidence that
because of the mumnber of staff
employed at Cheltenham and a
shortage of sccurity officers it
did not take place so frequently.

One former employce who
served for more than 20 years
could recall only two reviews
during his service.

Ironically, since Prime's
arrest the Civil Service Comr-
mission bas_advertised in_this
newspaper for security officers

5 CHQ, offering a salary of
£7,820 a year rising to ncarly
£10.600.
advertisements

The stipu-
lated that

nts should be

at least 40, have served in the
police at the rank of detective
imspector or above or have al-
ready been investigating officers
in the Civil Service.

One former sccurity officer ©
at Cheltenham pointed out that
however carefully this positive
vetting procedure was followed,
if an individual had a bizarre
sexual taste, had never been
caught in an illegal act and did
not talk about his peryersion to
others, then there was no way
he would show up as a risk.

Some intelligence experts
argue that the introduction of
psychological tests might be
more reliable in showing up
such potential risks.

Iiut this would increase still
further the time needed before
a possible recrnit was ziven
clearance to work in a sensitive
post.

As it is the eurrent vetting
procedure  snay  take months
and security officials admit that
many potentially . werthy re-
cruits are lost because. they
become impatient and turn to
other sources of employment.

The vetting and review sys-
tem is reinforced by iumternal
spying carried oub by depart-
ment heads who are briefed to
check on employees who appear
to have too muchb money, or
appear to be short of cash
througii gambling or any other
aotivity or who “show an ex-
cessive jnicrest in members.of
the opposite sex.”

This_system was introduced
in the 19705 to prevent *moles”
developing.

But employeces admit that be-
cause sections are small and
loyalties between staff and
departmient heads are strong
such Feports are rarely made.
Instead, the heads are likely to
make supenficial checks and
file routine repoirts to keep the
security men hapoy.

An added complication is the
tension which frequently mani-
fests itselt belween the civilian
boffins who run  departments
and the internal security men
who are often ex-service or ex-

olice ersonnel,  seen  as
authoritarian busybodies

LHORAS® HRE
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